
STORMWATER -  F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION

NUMBER OF 
BILLING UNITS 

ANNUAL STORMWATER FEE
FOR CITY RESIDENTS

Single-Family Residential 1 ERU   

Non-Single-Family 1 ERU/2,266 sq. ft. 
of impervious area 

$36/ERU/year 

Undeveloped None   

WHAT IS STORMWATER?
Stormwater is the runoff that results 
from rainfall.  As this water  flows over 

construction sites, farm  fields, lawns, driveways, parking 
lots, and streets, it picks up sediment, nutrients, bacteria, 
metals, pesticides, and other pollutants.  Unlike sanitary 
sewers that go to a treatment plant, most stormwater 
is discharged directly to local water bodies.  Increasing 
amounts of impervious surfaces in urban areas, such as 
roof tops, driveways, parking lots, and streets, decreases 
the ability of the water to soak into the ground, thus 
increasing the potential for  flooding from greater volumes 
of runoff entering the City’s stormwater system at a 
faster rate.

WHAT IS A STORMWATER UTILITY?
A stormwater utility is a mechanism set up to generate 
funding specifically for stormwater management.   
Businesses and residents within the City of Fayetteville 
pay a stormwater fee, and the revenue collected directly 
supports maintenance of the existing storm drain systems, 
development of drainage plans,  flood control measures, 
water quality programs, and funds major capital expenses.
 
WHY DO WE HAVE TO HAVE A 
  STORMWATER UTILITY?

In order to pay for stormwater-
related infrastructure costs, the 
City of Fayetteville has chosen to 
implement a stormwater fee 
rather than raise property taxes 
or cut services.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST ME?
Under the City’s stormwater rate, a single-family
residential property will be billed $36 per year. 
 

 
All single-family residential properties 
are charged a flat fee.  Single-family 

 residential properites include:  
single-family detached houses, 
mobile homes on an individual lot, 
individual duplexes, and residential
and residential condominiums.

The stormwater fee for non-single-family and business 
property is based on a calculated number of Equivalent 
Residential Units (ERU).  One ERU is the average amount of 
impervious area found on a typical single-family residence 
within the stormwater service area.  It was determined 
that the average single-family residence contains 
approximately 2,266 square feet of impervious area.  
Therefore one ERU = 2,266 square feet of impervious area.

WHY DO WE HAVE TO PAY A FEE?
Again, the City of Fayetteville has chosen to implement  
a fee rather than raise taxes or cut services.  The City 
Council felt a fee was the best alternative for the City  
and community.

 
REASONS FOR THIS CHOICE INCLUDE:
•  Tax relief:  Traditionally, tax dollars have funded stormwater 
maintenance and associated “best management practices” 
like street sweeping.  Fees are also more broadly based 
with tax exempt property owners paying their fair share.

•  Behavioral Changes: 
Increased taxes discourage 
property improvements while 
fees discourage production 
of stormwater runoff.  The 
fee gives property owners 
an incentive to make 
improvements and take pride 

C I T Y  O F  F A Y E T T E V I L L E

$36/year (includes Water Quality Fee &
Drainage Fee)

None


